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have the patience to persevere with his acquaintance can
find for him no readier epithet than lovable; ca person3,
says Antony Wood, 'of great honesty, plain dealing, and
charity.5 The time of his popularity is long past; we no
longer need to ransack the classics, or be saved labour
of ransacking them, in order to buttress our lightest
word with authority. Still, it is likely that those who
used him most cared for him least, for it is not in man's
nature to cherish a personal affection for the editor of
an encyclopaedia from which he steals. We of the present
day, who have no ulterior motive in seeking him out,
but frequent him solely for our own delight, may have
the privilege of knowing and loving Robert Burton for
his own sake alone.                                 [MARCH 1921.